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ABSTRACT: This article is a description and analysis of the timing of early life course transitions in the twentieth century. Using data from national microdata samples of the census for 1900, 1910, 1940, 1950, 1960, 1970, and 1980 , the study investigates the timing of seven transitions to adulthood, relationships between pairs of transitions, and how changes in these patterns affected the behavior of several population subgroups. The results show that youth in the second half of the century made the transition to adulthood earlier and followed a more prescribed and compressed schedule of transitions than their early-twentieth-century counterparts. The period of greatest change came after the Second World War, but by 1980 the trend toward earlier and increasingly age-graded familial transitions appeared to have reversed. Between 1900 and 1980 there is also a homogenization of experience among subgroups. (Demos and Demos 1969; Demos 1978) .
Alternatives to this model were first offered by Joseph Kett and Michael Katz, who each argued that youth in the nineteenth century went through a period of &dquo;semi-independence.&dquo; Challenging the idea that the youth of the twentieth century experienced a new lengthy period of adolescence, these two studies suggested that such a period had existed in some form since the early nineteenth century (Kett 1971 (Kett , 1973 (Kett , 1977 Katz 1975) . Subsequent research has shown in fact that the transition to adulthood has become more strictly defined, rigidly timed, and compressed (Modell, Furstenberg, and Hershberg 1976; Winsborough 1978 Winsborough , 1979 Hogan 1981 1900, 1910, 1940, 1950, 1960, 1970, and 1980 . These data are described in Graham (1979) , Strong (1989) , and U.S. Bureau of the Census (1984a, 1984b, 1972, 1973, 1983 Hogan (1981) and Winsborough (1978 Winsborough ( , 1979 Synthetic Cohorts 1900 Cohorts , 1910 Cohorts , 1940 Cohorts , 1950 Cohorts , 1960 Cohorts , 1970 Cohorts , 1980 Synthetic Cohorts 1900 Cohorts , 1910 Cohorts , 1940 Cohorts , 1950 Cohorts , 1960 Cohorts , 1970 Cohorts , 1980 Synthetic Cohorts 1900 Cohorts , 1910 Cohorts , 1940 Cohorts , 1950 Cohorts , 1960 Cohorts , 1970 Cohorts , 1980 Kobrin 1973 Kobrin , 1976a Kobrin , 1976b Ruggles 1988 ).
SUMMARY AND DISCUSSION
My results support the assertion of previous scholarship that the youth of the second half of the twentieth century followed a more prescribed schedule of transitions than did its Another possibility is that these changes are a function of the homogenization of class, regional, ethnic, racial, and urban/ rural differences over time (Modell, Furstenberg, and Herschberg 1976) . Differences among such subgroups have been found in a study of Providence, Rhode Island, between 1865 and 1900 (Chudacoff 1980) and in a study of white and non-white female birth cohorts from 1890 and 1934 (Uhlenberg 1974) . Tamara Hareven (1977) (Modell 1978 Shyrock, Siegel et al. 1973, pp. 295-296) . Table 6 presents the results of this analy- 
